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price  of  admission? 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local 
reports)  -  No  one  seems  to 
be  arguing  whether  the  $130 
million  Paramount  Studios 
movie,  Noah,  released  in 
wide  distribution  last  Friday, 
is  a  factual  representation  of 
Scripture  -  the  filmmaker  has 
admitted  it  is  not  -  but  Chris¬ 
tians  are  disagreeing  whether 
the  movie  will  advance  the 
Lord's  Kingdom. 

Some  Mississippi  Baptists 
who  saw  the  two-hour,  eigh¬ 


teen-minute  film  over  the  week¬ 
end,  however,  aren't  nearly  as 
unsure  about  their  feelings. 

A  collection  of  Christian 
academics,  pastors,  and  movie 
critics  laud  the  production  as 
a  tool  to  encourage  dialogue 
about  the  Bible,  while  others 
caution  that  viewing  the  film 
might  generate  doubt  and  in¬ 
accuracies  in  the  hearts  of  be¬ 
lievers  as  well  as  non-believers 
who  may  be  seeking  a  true  pic¬ 
ture  of  God. 


Harvard  University  and  the 
American  Film  Institute  Con¬ 
servatory,  and  starring  Rus¬ 
sell  Crowe  in  the  title  role  had 
by  Sunday  grossed  nearly  $44 
million  in  the  U.S.  and  almost 
$95  million  worldwide  in  box 
office  receipts.  It  was  the  num¬ 
ber  one  film  in  the  U.S.  for 
the  weekend. 

Aronofsky,  a  New  York  Cky 
native  who  says  he  was  raised  a 
nominal  Jefw  but  is  now  an  athe¬ 
ist,  told  The  New  Yorker  maga¬ 
zine  before  Noah  was  released 

NOAH  on  p  6 


Nominees  for  MBC  boards  sought 


ICKSON.  Ms  (Special)  -  The  2014  Committee 
1  Nominations  approved  by  the  messengers  of  the 


1  the  boards  and  commissions  or  roe 
ipdst  Convention  (MBC)  to  serve  in  2015- 

According  to  Allen  Simpson,  committee  chair- 
an  and  pastor  of  First  Church,  Amory.  there  m 
limited  number  of  vacancies  to  be  filled  on  the 
lUowing  boards  and  commissions: 

■  Baptist  Children’s  Village. 

•  Baptist  Health  Systems,  Inc.  (Jackson). 

■  Baptist  Memorial  Health  Care  System,  Inc. 

(Memphis). 

■  Board  of  Ministerial  Education. 

■  Education  Commission. 

■  Historical  Commission. 

■  Blue  Mountain  College 


■  Mississippi  College. 

■  William  Carey  Universrty. 

■  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 
Commission,  Inc 

■  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

■  MS  Baptist  Foundation. 

The  Committee  on  Nomiw^ns  wdlworitw^ 

a  list  of  nominees  to  be  approved^S?ineasen- 
gersofthe  179th  annual  meeting  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  on  October  28-29,  First 
Church,  Jackson.  .  .  .  „ 

For  nomination  forms,  telephone  Executive 
Administration  (601)  292-3201  or  toll-free  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  201.  Completed  forms  should  be 
mailed  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations.  Dr. 
Jim  Futrai,  P.0.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530,  to  be  received  no  later  than  May  1. 


20  also  stip¬ 
ulates  that 
the  commit¬ 
tee  include 


three  SBC 

Executive 

Committee 

members. 


in  Kansas  Uty. 

■  Roger  Freeman,  pastor 
of  Grace  Church,  Nashville. 

■  Matthew  HaH,  vice  pres¬ 
ident  of  academic  services  at 
Southern  Seminary  in  Lou¬ 
isville,  Ky.,  and  member  of 


■  Chris  Osborne,  senior 
pastor  at  Central  Church, 
College  Station,  Texas. 

■  Ramon  Osono,  national 
church  mobilizer  at  the  NorUi 
American  Mission  Board  in 
Alpharetta.  Ga.,  and  member 
of  First  Redeemer  Church  in 
Cumming,  Ga. 

■  Jay  F.  Shell,  attorney 
and  member  of  West  Church 
in  Batesvifie,  Ar. 

■  Kevin  Smith,  assis¬ 
tant  professor  of  Christian 


ry,  Louisville,  Ky.,  l 
itor  of  Watson  Mcmoria 
urch  in  Louisville. 

The  committee’s  composi 
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A  New  Sabbath? 


I  love  college  athletics.  I  am  a  NCAA 
Division  1  lettennan  wbcu>*r- 
ticipated  in  March  Madness  twice 
while  in  college.  As  I  write  this  blog,  I 
am  sitting  at  my  breakfast  table  with 
one  eye  on  the  live  broadcast  of  the 
NCAA  men’s  basketball  tournament. 
This  is  a  big  deal  in  my  house.  Every 
member  ofmy  family,  from  the  young¬ 
est  of  kids  on  up,  completes  a  bracket. 
We  watch  every  game  that  we  can  as  a 
family  and  it  is  competitive. 

I  love  sports,  period.  1  coach  my 
kids'  sports  teams.  I  go  to  college 
football  games.  I  spend  money  on  team 
colors.  I  am  a  fan.  I  say  all  this  to  give 
some  context  to  what  I  am  about  to  say. 

Something  19  wrong.  Our  society  is 
very  broken.  As  college  athletics  (and 
sports  in  general)  continue  to  rise  in 
importance  in  our  society  and  culture, 
there  is  a  dangerous  blurring  of  lines 
that  has  occurred.  We  are  confusing 
religion  and  entertainment. 

No  greater  example  could  be  given 
than  what  has  just  happened  in  my 
home  state  of  Mississippi.  The  Gulfport 
City  Council,  which  is  concerned  about 
the  lack  of  the  local  cable  provider  to 
bring  the  new  SEC  Network  into  its 
service  area,  has  unanimously  passed 
a  resolution  in  which  they  “urge  and 
enequrage"  this  new  network’s  inclusion 
in  the  cable  service. 

This  action  in  and  of  itself  is  not  a 
problem,  aroeit  an  interesting  move  by 
a  government  body.  What  makes  this 
resolution  alarming  is  the  language 
contained  within:  ...keep  in  raina  that 
when  it  comes  to  football,  it  is  often 
said  that,  in  the  south,  football  is  a  reli¬ 
gion,  and  Saturday  is  the  holy  day.” 

Wow.  That  statement  stung  in  my 
Heart.  Have  we  elevated  sports  to  such  a 
high  place  in  our  society  and  lives  that 
the  line  is  now  actually  Deing  blurred 
between  religion  and  entertainment? 

I  guess  it  should  come  as  no  sur¬ 
prise.  We  are  blurring  the  line  between 
entertainment  and  everything.  En¬ 
tertainment  has  become  the  ultimate 
objective  in  everything  in  our  society. 
This  is  the  problem. 

When  I  first  read  the  story  about  the 
Gulfport  City  Council  resolution  on  the 
SEC  Network,  my  mind  immediately 


Guest  opinion 

with  Chas  Rowland 


went  to  Exodus  20:8. 1  thought  the 
resolution  used  blasphemous  language 
in  light  of  the  fourth  commandment: 
“Remember  the  Sabbath  day,  to  keep  it  * 
holy.*  Then  1  realized  that  the  blasphe- 
my  is  not  as  much  in  the  re-utilization 
of  Saturday  as  a  New  Sabbath  reserved 
for  sport.  The  blasphemy  in  the  resolu¬ 
tion  is  a  fundamental  violation  of  the 
first  commandment  in  Exodus  20:3: 

“Do  not  have  other  gods  besides  Me." 

The  more  1  think  about  it,  our  so¬ 
ciety’s  god  is  not  sports.  Our  god  is 
entertainment  —  whether  you  are  talk¬ 
ing  about  how  you  spend  your  Saturday, 
what  is  on  the  news,  how  your  teach¬ 
ers  are  educating  your  kids,  how  you  . 
are  picking  your  career,  or  what  your 
church  is  Uke. 

This  is  not  a  New  Sabbath  or  a  new 
god.  It  has  been  going  on  for  a  long  time. 
In  Judges  16:25,  the  Philistines  request¬ 
ed,  “’Bring  Samson  here  to  entertain  us.’ 
So  they  brought  Samson  from  prison, 
and  he  entertained  them.  They  had  him 
stand  between  the  pillars." 

The  Philistines  called  for  the  servant 
of  God  to  stand  before  them,  not  to  wor¬ 
ship  God  but  to  mock  Him.  More  and 
more  churches  are  trying  to  compete 
with  the  world  and  tit  Mttemptmg.to 
draw  people  in  by  giving  them  the  goo 
which  they  are  seeking:  entertainment. 
When  we  do  this,  we  are  bringing  in  the 
Philistines  to  enjoy  their  entertainment 
as  they  mock  the  living  God  and  remain 
in  their  sins.  God  brought  the  building 
down  on  Samson  and  the  Philistines 
that  day.  .  . 

May  we  not  stand  before  the  people 
and  entertain.  May  we  stand  before  the 
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Horned  God.  The  pentacle,  which 
i-  contains  a  five- pointed  star  assod- 
se  ated  with  black  magic  and  devil 
worship,  is  their  symbol. 
mt  “They’ve  had  a  worship  circle 
on  base  for  some  time  ana  wt’re 
looking  to  get  them  an  official  one," 
said  academy  spokesman  John  Van 
Winkle  at  the  time, 
is  Wiccans  thus  join  a  number 
»  of  other  religions  officially  recog- 
ie  nized  by  the  academy,  including 
Christianity,  Judaism,  Buddhism, 
ft  and  Islam.  One  assumes  similar 
situations  at  the  other  American 
military  service  academies. 

Fort  Hood  in  Texas,  the  largest 
U.S.  Army  base  in  the  world,  has 
had  such  a  pagan  "chapel"  for 
m  years. 

This  follows  news  of  the  ap¬ 
proval  some  time  ago  by  the  U.S. 

M  veterans  Administration  of  the 
1  pentacle  for  inclusion  on  the  of- 


saving  knowledge  r>{  Jesus  Christ 
as  'he  one  true  and  living  Son  of 
the  one  true  and  living  God. 

Just  as  Christians  are  free  to 
worship  God,  non -Christians  are 
free  to  turn  down  the  opportunity 
to  do  so.  It  has  always  been  our 
mission  as  Christians  to  win  them 
over,  likewise,  it  has  always  been 
our  obligation  to  convince  those 
who  beheve  in  false  religions  to  see 
the  error  of  their  ways  and  convert 
to  Christianity. 

Unlike  the  dark  eras  of  human¬ 
kind’s  religious  history,  however, 
no  one  in  America  is  forced  to 
accept  another’s  faith.  It’s  always 
been  up  to  Christians  to  get  the 

it's  time  to  redouble  our  efforts. 

It  may  be  difficult  for  those  of  us 
who  live  in  the  buckle  of  the  Bible 
Belt  to  realize  just  how  pagan  our 
country  has  become,  hut  its  true. 

News  dispatches  of  recent  years 

should  give  us  a  due.  _ _  _ _  _ _ _ 

The  U.S.  Air  Force  Academy  in  the  wrong  path  and  are  headed 

Colorado  Springs,  Co.,  has  official-  for  eternal  damnation  without  the 
ly  approved  a  pagan  prayer  circle  Savior.  Thank  God  we  have  the 
on  the  grounds  or  the  government-  freedom  to  openly  testify  to  them 
owned  facility.  The  Wvcca  reli-  of  the  life-changing  power  of  that 
gion,  essentially  the  practice  of  Savior,  Jesus  Christ 
ancient  witchcraft  sanitized  and  Our  mission  is  dear,  and  time 
legitimized  by  modem  followers.  Is  is  short.  We  have  to  help  bring 
expected  to  be  the  main  user  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  wood  to  Jesus 
new  "chapel."  before  Hr s  too  late.  As  paganism 

Wiccans  worship  both  the  fe-  encroaches  ever  closer,  we  have  our 
male  Triple  Goddess  and  the  male  work  cut  out  for  us. 


military  personnel.  Selena  Fox, 
a  Wiccan  high  priestess  for  the 
Circle  Sanctuary  in  Barneveld,  Wi., 
celebrated  the  conclusion  of  the 
lawsuit  against  the  VA,  in  which 
she  was  a  plantiff,  that  brought 
about  the  approval  of  the  pentacle 
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Baptist  leaders  find 
unity  amid  growing 
conflict  in  Ukraine 


HAUNETAL,  Germany 
(BP)  —  As  Russian  tanks 
rolled  through  the  Ukrai¬ 
nian  territory  of  Crimea  and 
thousands  of  people  staged 
demonstrations  Doth  for 
and  against  the  two  govern¬ 
ments,  there  was  one  group 
united  by  something  other 
than  nationalism  or  a  com¬ 
mon  language. 

More  than  80  Russian- 
speaking  Baptist  church 
planters,  pastors,  and  Rus¬ 
sian  ministry  workers  from 
across  Europe  gathered  in 
Germany  this  month  for 
their  annual  summit  of  the 
Network  of  Russian  Speak¬ 
ing  Churches  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Baptist  Federation. 

Little  did  they  know  when 
the  conference  was  planned 
that  their  theme  of  unity 
and  peace  would  be  particu¬ 
larly  timely.  “We  prayed  for 
Ukraine  numerous  times 
together,"  International 
Mission  Board  representa¬ 
tive  and  Mississippi  native 
Russell  Kyzar,  who  attends 
a  Russian-speaking  im¬ 
migrant  church  in  Prague, 
Czech  Republic,  said. 

“You  genuinely  sensed 
that  regardless  of  where 
they  were  from,  people  were 
pained  by  the  situation.  The 
truth  is,  we  all  have  a  much 
higher  allegiance  —  and  that 
is  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
And  we  must  use  this  op¬ 
portunity,  as  people’s  hearts 
are  open,  to  come  to  Him," 
Kyzar  said. 

Millions  of  Russian- 
speaking  immigrants 

and  r  Agees  are  spread 
across  Europe.  This  pres¬ 
ents  church-planting  op¬ 
portunities  for  immigrant 
church  pastors  who  gather 
together  annually  during 
the  summit. 

Usually  this  conference 
is  a  time  for  these  lead¬ 
ers  and  workers  to  share 
gbout  their  ministries  and 
church -planting  strategies, 
but  this  year’s  conference 
theme,  “A  Spirit  of  Unity 
in  the  Bond  of  Peace,"  was 
particularly  appropriate 


as  the  group  spent  much 
of  their  meeting  praying 
for  the  current  situation  in 
Ukraine  and  Crimea. 

The  meeting  was  both 
unique  and  heartwarming, 
Kyzar  said,  as  Baptist  lead¬ 
ers  from  the  different  coun¬ 
tries  lifted  each  other  up  in 
prayer.  “There  were  leaders 
from  Russia  praying  for  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  Crimea, 
and  there  were  Ukrainian 
leaders  praying  for  the  lead¬ 
ers  and  people  of  Russia. 

“There  was  a  sense  of 
Christian  brotherhood  that 
was  overriding  any  ten¬ 
sion  caused  by  nationalism 
or  patriotism. 

Those  who  attended  the 
conference  said  the  meet¬ 
ings  were  uplifting,  and 
there  was  a  sense  that  even 
though  different  nations 
were  represented,  they 
Were  there  to  demonstrate 
something  bigger  than 
a  collection  of  people 
from  different  Russian- 
speaking  countries. 

“Right  now  the  hearts  of 
people  are  tender,"  Kyzar 
.•aid,  "and  we  were  talking 
about  how  to  maximize  this 


*Ybu  genuinely  sensed  that  regardless  of 
where  they  were  from,  people  were  pained 
by  the  situation.  The  truth  is,  we  all  have 
a  much  higher  allegiance  -  and  that  is  to 
the  Kingdom  of  God.  And  we  must  use  this 
opportunity,  as  people  s  hearts  are  open,  to 

come  to  Him. 


I  Kyzar 

International  Miaaion  Board  raprarrntatlva 


Kostya  Bakonov 


"Many  people  in  Ukraine  have  been 
searching  for  answers  and  are  seeking  the 
answers  from  churches  and  ministers. 
We  praise  God  that  He  is  opening  hearts 
to  reveal  Himself  .* 


Russian  moves  in  Ukraine  prompt 
uncertainty  among  Baptist  workers 


with  |iw»v  _ _ _ 

things,  the  structures  of 
men  do  not  provide  the  se¬ 
curity  that  you  need...  and 
definitely  not  for  eternity." 

Igor  Gricyk,  pastor  of  a 
Russian-speaking  church 
in  Kladno,  Czech  Repub¬ 
lic,  and  one  of  the  organiz¬ 
ers  of  the  conference,  said 
the  recent  unrest  in  Crimea 
and  Ukraine  will  most  like¬ 
ly  cause  many  new  immi¬ 
grants  and  refugees  to  flee 
from  post-Soviet  countries 
into  the  rest  of  Europe. 

Churches  across  Eu¬ 
rope  are  willing  to  cooper¬ 
ate  and  support  ministry 
among  Russian-speakers 
in  Europe,  he  said.  "Meet¬ 
ing  together  and  praying 
for  one  another  gives  us 
courage  to  be  ready  to  ac¬ 
cept  those  people  and  help 
them  find  God,  church, 
home,  and  family." 


KIEV.  Ukraine  (BT  mnd  local 

a i&Ih&L  remain 
uncertain  what,  effect  the  re¬ 
cent  Crimean  referendum  to 
secede  from  Ukraine  and  join 
Russia  will  have  on  churches 
in  the  region. 

Although  there  is  freedom 
of  religion  in  Russia,  national 
identity  is  tied  to  the  Orthodox 
Church.  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions,  which  are  classified  as 
cults,  are  treated  with  mistrust. 
Laws  related  to  religious  activ¬ 
ity  are  more  tightly  controlled  in 
Russia  than  in  Ukraine,  where 
evangelical  Christianity  has 
surged  since  the  early  ‘90s. 

“Baptist  church  leaders  are 
not  sure  what  standing  they 
will  have  with  the  new  govern¬ 
ment,"  said  Tim  Johnson  (name 
changed),  an  International  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  (IMB)  representa¬ 
tive  in  Kiev,  which  is  the  capital 
of  Ukraine.  "The  freedoms  of 
religion  and  the  protection  of 
the  Ukrainian  constitution  are 
now  lost,  and  what  standing 
they  will  have  in  the  transition 
is  uncertain." 

The  March  16  referendum  in 
Crimea  has  left  the  region  torn 
between  two  nations.  Russia 
has  claimed  the  region  and  in¬ 
stituted  a  strong  military  pres¬ 
ence.  Ukraine  and  its  allies  do 
not  acknowledge  the  legitimacy 
of  the  vote. 

Residents  of  Crimes  are  liv¬ 
ing  with  the  reality  of  having 
their  citizenship,  pensions,  cur- 


docu 

in  limbo.  TThere  &  an 
hanging  sense  of  the  unknown, 
Johnson  said. 

John  Green  (name  changed) 
an  IMB  representative  in  Rus¬ 
sia,  said  Russians  generally  feel 
that  Crimea  belongs  to  Rus*«a. 
Crimea  was  given  to  Ukraine  as 
a  gift  when  both  were  a  part  of 
the  former  Soviet  Union.  When 
Ukraine  claimed  independence 
in  1991,  Russia  lost  Crimea  - 
the  site  of  several  large  military 
facilities  and  home  port  for  Rus¬ 
sia’s  Black  Sea  naval  fleet. 

Some  observers  are  con¬ 
cerned  that  Russia  will  eventu¬ 
ally  take  the  rest  of  Ukraine  to 
provide  a  land  link  from  Rus¬ 
sian  territory  to  Crimea. 

“What  is  creating  unease  is 
how  Russia  is  perceived  by  the 
rest  of  the  world."  Green  said. 
“Russians  want  the  rest  of  the 
world  to  see  them  as  strong  and 
courageous,  and  Baptist  Rus¬ 
sians  want  to  see  their  country¬ 
men  trusting  in  God  and  not  just 
their  country." 

A  third  factor  is  the  native 
people  of  the  land,  tile  Tatars, 
who  make  up  less  than  15J  of 
Crimea’s  roughly  two  million 
people.  Tartars,  which  are  Sunni 
Muslims  of  Tuikic  origin,  began 
returning  to  Crimea  about  two 
decades  ago. 

They  are  deeply  suspicious 
of  Russian  rule  following  the 
mass  deportation  of  their  an¬ 
cestors  to  Central  Asia  by  Sovi¬ 
et  authorities  in  t944>  *nd  they 


strongly  protested 
16  referendum. 


the  Merck 


Many  Tatars  are  seeking  ref¬ 
uge  in  western  Ukraine.  Central 
Church  of  Vinnytsia,  Ukraine, 
has  provided  help  to  Tatars  wh# 
have  arrived  in  tneir  city. 

“If  this  (migration)  increases 
there  will  need  to  be  an  orga¬ 
nized  response  to  help  these 
people  who  are  once  again  faced 
with  losing  their  homes,"  John¬ 
son  said. 

Throughout  the  past  four 
months  since  EuroMaidam 
protests  first  began  in  Kiev, 
Ukrainian  Christians  have 
consistently  responded  to  the 
political  unrest  with  prayer 
and  evangelism. 

Crimean  Baptist  pastor 
Kostya  Bakonov,  who  leads  a 
church  in  Simferopol,  said  many 
people  are  spiritually  open  be¬ 
cause  of  the  ongoing  hostilities. 

"Many  people  in  Ukraine 
have  been  searching  for  answers 
and  are  seeking  the  answers 
from  churches  and  ministers," 
Bakonov  said.  “We  praise  God 
that  He  is  opening  hearts  to  re¬ 
veal  Himself" 

Johnson  confirmed  the  senti¬ 
ment.  "It’s  amazing  how  much 
easier  it  is  to  talk  to  people  now." 

Bakonov  asked  for  continued 
prayer  for  the  people  of  Crimea 
as  they  navigate  this  time  of 
transition.  “I  fervently  believe 
the  crisis  in  Ukraine  is  not  only 
about  the  political  stability  in 
the  country  and  region  but  also 
for  the  souls  of  men." 
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everybody  can  be  an  encourager.  If  they 
will,  they  can  find  some  wordand  some 
to  touch  somebody’s  life,  lift  diem  up 


i  not  have  to  min  die  other 
►mpbment  However,  Idoun- 


PJ3.-If  you  do  not  tike  nay  singing, 
there  are  two  things  that  I  need  to  m 
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O’Mire  Financial 
S  *?  Services 
■L  1 .800.844.3254 


T 


THE  LAW  OFFICES  OF 

William  B.  Howell,  Ltd 

N 1 N< 

MAKE  THINGS  SIMPLE  POR  YOUR  FAMILY 
MINIMIZE  COSTS  AND  EXPENSE 
ELIMINATE  UNNECESSARY  DELAYS 

TAKE  THE  FIRST  STEP  TOWARDS  TRUE  PEACE  OF  MtNO 
CALL  TODAYI 


Sea  vino  ALL  Of  Mmsmupm  yvtth  orncrs  w 
RtOGILLANn.  DtAMONOHEAL*.  AND  HUtNANDO 


(BE 


1-800-839-7857  ***** 

www.howellelderlaw.com 


The  Student  Government  Association  at  WILLIAM  CAREY 
UNIVERSITY  inducted  officers  for  the  2014  -  2015  academic 
year  Feb.  10.  {Front  row,  left  to  right)  Andrew  Coleman  of 
Pascagoula,  secretary;  McKayla  Strebeck  of  Seminary,  juatice; 
Mary  Hannah  Lott  of  Hattiesburg,  treasurer;  Lydia  Ulrich  of 
Moss  Point,  president;  Cattlin  Cooksey  of  Cottmsvitte,  chief  of 
staff/senior  representative;  Kirestien  White  of  Collins,  justice; 
Austin  Farmer  of  Hattiesburg,  vice-president;  (back  row.  left  to 
right)  John  Taylor  Wesley  of  Columbia,  justice;  Wyatt  Lindsey 
of  Verona,  commissioner  of  student  affairs;  Teles  Wede-Lahert 
of  Raleigh,  N.C.,  senior  representative;  Victorians  Lopez  of 
Carriere.  public  relations  commissioner;  Joshree  Shrestha  of 
Kathmandu,  Nepal,  commissioner  of  elections;  Chamepuwe 
Tinago  of  Harare,  Zimbabwe,  international  representative; 
Johnny  Walters  of  Braxton,  justice,  and  Sean  Laird  of  Gulf¬ 
port,  entertainment  commissioner.  Not  pictured:  Mites  Deaton 
of  Hattiesburg,  chief  justice,  and  Ryan  Lott  of  Pearl,  justice 
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Mississippi  Baptist  Student  Connect  Camps  have  the  y?me  quality  and 
energy  as  other  camps ,  bui  at  a  much  more  atlordaPle  cost  Featuring  large 
group  worship  experiences,  small  group  Bible  studies ,  and  tun  activities. 
Connect  Camps  are  designed  to  introduce  students  to  Jesus  Christ  and  help 
develop  followers  Into  mature  disciples 

For  Students  Who  Have  Completed  6th  grade  through  12th  grade 

SESSION  I  Juno  7  -  5  Central  Hills  Baptist  Petroat 
SESSION  2  ;une  r  *  8  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 
SESSION  3:  Jur<  r-  ?  B1’  j*  •  M«  ' ^nra.r  '  ''*•  V 

(  A MP  (  c  ) ^  i  S  t  /S  t >©f  person/Oepo^H  of  rw=*r  ronuirert 

pitASt  NOH  NO  BlfUNOS  OB  TBA NSffBS  Of  OlPOSttS  AFTCB  MAY  I 

REGISTRATION  OPENS  FEBRUARY"  I  AND  ENDS  WgEN  CAMP  REACHES  CAPACITY 

For  Registration  tntormafton,  contact: 

Jo  Wasson  800-  748- 1651  e*t  2 16  or  iwossr 

For  Camp  Program  intormation  contact 

Ken  Hall.  800-/48- 1651,  oxt  286  or  khattvsJmbcO  ory 
cipleship  &  family  Ministry  Department  MBCB 


BP 

f  -r~+  »*WT  >r 

I - 


HOLE 

ERITM 


mbeto  org 


Get  quick  answers 
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i*rm  nrx  TaxOuUU 


Ministerial  can  be  complicated  , 

Thai  s  why  GuideStone  has  consolidated  all  ol  our  most 
popular  tax  resources  in  one  convenient  location 


The  Ministers  Tax  Guide 


Ministerial  Tax  Issues  Booklet 
.  Compensation  Planning  Guide 
•  Hou*ng  Allowance  Questions  &  Answers 
.  Federal  Reporting  Requirements  tor  Churches^ 
nnd  them  oN  at:  www.Oukl9tton0.org/TaKOuld* 

For  more  Intormalton  contact  Robin  Ni^oit.  GuideStone  Rep 
MBCB,  at  601  -292-3226. 


Is  your  Adult  Bible  Study  Healthy? 


We’ll  be  addressing  questions  from  Bible  Study 
Leaders  across  the  state  and  you  can  submit  your 
own  questions  by  texfr  via  a  live  chat  during  the 
webcast  Join  with  us  at  no  cost  from  your  church, 
home  or  wherever  you  are  by  internet  on  your 
computer/laptop,  phone,  tablet,  IPod. 


Healthy  Preparation  •  Healthy  Teaching 
Healthy  Application 

Bonus  Vignettes  . 

Reaching  Adults  in  Mississippi  •  Telling  Jesus 
Stories  •  Being  a  Part  of  Kingdom  Work! 
Sunday  School  Preparation  Rally 

' 

Mississi 


sippi  Sunday  School  Leaders 
and  David  Apple,  Adult  Ministry  Specialist, 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources 


Connect  with  u*  on  April  15  at  6:30  by  going  to: 

www.mbcb.org/ssleadertraining 
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12:30  FM.  REGISTRATWNACE  CREAM  PEUOWSMP 
1:00  THEGATHERMG 

MO  AFTERNOON  WATCH 

2:30  BREAK-OUTS  1 

1.  DISCOVERING  THE  JOY  MAGMG  I 

2.  AGMG  FAITHFULLY 

3.  SEE  SOMETHNG  NEW  IN  YOUR  RETMEMENT 

4.  MS  STORY  M  HYMNS 

5. SOLE  STUDY:  04  THE  NAME  Of  JESUS.  RISE  UP 
MS  BREAK-OUTS  2  (REPEAT) 

4900  BREAK 

49*0  CELEBRATION  OP  W0RSMP 

M0  ADJOURN 

COST:  S9  AT  THE  DOOR  OR  PREREGISTER  ONE 
WEEK  BEFORE  TO  RECEIVE  A  GIFT  BAG. 

TO  REGISTER: 

1.  CAU.  1-600-744-1661.  EXT.  214,  OR 

2.  MAIL  REGISTRATION  TO:  MBCB  CONFERENCE  OFFICE 
PO  BOX  530 
JACKSON  MS  39205 


Time:  6:30  -  8:30  p.m. 

Just  the  Facts:  Don't  Miss  Out  on  the  Fun! 
Preregister  today  &  get  a  free  VBS  Inflatable! 

For  more  information  contact  the  Sunday  School  Deptartment: 
Angie  Boydstun  at  aboydstun@mbcb.org  or 
Jo  Wasson  at  jwasson@mbcb.org 
or  call  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  292,  or  601-292-3292. 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  •  PO  Box  530  • 
Jackson  MS  39205 
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Encourage  an  MK  with  a  card! 


tFOR  SECURITY*  cards  will  be  forwarded.  Please  send  all  to: 

MBCB  WMU  MK  Birthday*.  PO  Box  550.  Jackson  MS  39205. 
PLEASE  NOTE  Church  members  may  send  a  package  of  cards  together; 
*  *  *  s  i  s » •  r  r  cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually  to  the  WMU.  Individual  cards  do 
BAPTISTS  oert*  P0***^  stamp®  when  sent  as  a  package  to  MS  WMU. 

Please  be  sure  your  amis  arrive  in  WMU  prior  to  the  first  elate  on  tins 


PINEVIEMf  CHURCH. 
LAUREL,  welcome*  new  mi 
»ic  minister,  Scarlet  Sanders 


Just  for  the  Record 


In  other  Church  News: 
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MS  POSITIONS 


CHURCMa,Mnwnj^r>n^»^a!a!aXij7W^'n*'  ri»ht'  of  KEL*" 
CHURCH,  WORTH  DELTA  ASSOCIATION,  are  shown 

ArH!J!r!?  ?  °f  ®®??_represant,n9  contributions  to  the  A;,nie 
Armetrong  Eaater  Offering.  Belen  exceeded  its  goal  of  $1000 
by  giving  $1,790.  Reggie  Howell,  pastor. 


35S 


wiB  hoet  Thr  Price  Family  in  con¬ 
cert  Apr.  6, 6  p.m. 

JMtooowB  present  The  fcSdto 

Quartrt  m  concert  Apr.  eT^pji*. 
I^jw  offering.  For  information,  call 
(601)260-704. 

►  The  children  of  Beulah  Church, 
Myrtle,  collected  the  first  $100  for 
mission  work  forllm  and  Kate  Mc- 
Orsw  in  East  Timor,  Australia.  The 
McCraws  are  from  Beulah  Church 
Maity  Merritt,  pastor. 
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tmn  WWT  church  of  vewma 
ImtnSnSiPkliL*  sgww6  *  Fuu 

I*  Cammm'nBa'l  M3 


CBITm.  SAPTBT  CHUBCH  MCCOOK 
•WOMB  A  PART-TIME  MUSK  MM3- 
^SLIkBpmoriMiouMteMitohManki 


RWTJjrWT  CHURCH  Of  EUPORA 
*  SEBUM  A  FUU.-TME  MASTER  Of 
MUSK  AMD  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  Ian 

*Z  jj*” 

!MW»  M  Fjfc  eSS,  Am  SSmS 

MMcCmiHRi,  PO  Bob JS8.  Ew<n.  MS 


N  LENH  WSJUJTMUJ  KGWM  VMK, 
WSEW  VJ  LSEZZ  HNJ  NG  VKMU  LNGL: 


w  la  1  1 

Changes 


MNCM  CAMP  m  SEEKMG^hANO 

nmul 

MffT  TIME  Poemon  WmsM  people 
itaM  MM  Tony  Thom  «  M2-547 


TMU  NT  VJ  AJZNJPJ  GMW  WSEW  N  EQ 

; 

SJ,  VJ  LSEZZ  HNJ  NG  VMKU  LNGL. 

BMSG  JNRSW:  WFJG-WVTMKU 
Clue :  H  *  D 

with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 

Ktnf  J?me^  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en- 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
t/iroupW  the  punie.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week  ’s  puzzle:  John  8:46 
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that  he  had  produced  'the 
least  Biblical  Biblical  movie 
ever  made." 

Mississippi  Baptists  who 
provided  feedback  on  their 
Noah  experience  apparently 
agree.  “There  isn’t  much  Bi¬ 
ble  in  it,"  said  one.  A  second 
viewer  reported  that  she  and 
,  her  husband  left  the  theatre 
after  the  first  30  minutes 
of  the  film,  offended  by  the 
bleak  violence  and  variances 
from  Scripture.  "It’s  certainly 
not  the  Noah  story  from  the 
Bible,"  wrote  another  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  on  his  social 
media  site. 

Under  an  agreement  with 
National  Religious  Broadcast¬ 
ers,  Paramount  added  to  the 
opening  credits  the  message, 
•The  film  is  inspired  by  the 
story  of  Noah.  While  artistic 
license  has  been  taken,  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  this  film  is  true  to 
the  essence,  values  and  integ¬ 
rity  of  a  story  that  is  a  corner¬ 
stone  of  faith  for  millions  of 
people  worldwide.  The  bibli¬ 
cal  story  of  Noah  can  be  found 
in  the  book  of  Genesis." 

Paramount  also  released  an 
eight-minute  video  encourag¬ 
ing  Christians  to  see  the  film. 
Such  leaders  as  Focus  on  the 
Family  President  Jim  Daly; 
Mosaic  Church  (Los  Ange¬ 
les)  pastor  Erwin  McManus, 
a  graduate  of  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth;  and 


that  it  will  be  remembered  as 
a  film  that  helped  re-enchant 
a  new  generation  with  the 
biblical  narrative.  Honestly, 
it  ispath-breaking," 

Thorn  bury,  who  has  taught 
philosophy  of  film  courses  in 
a  variety-of  settings,  also  cri¬ 
tiqued  the  movie  n  a  blog  on 
The  Gospel  Coalition  evan¬ 
gelical  website.  He  acknowl¬ 
edged  the  movie  has  a  "ton"  of 
“extra-biblical  material,"  and 
pointed  out  two  major  theo¬ 
logical  objections.  The  movie 
does  not  present  God  as  an 
actual  character,  as  does  the 
biblical  account,  and  the  mov¬ 
ie  totally  misses  God’s  grace, 
even  as  it  seeks  to  portray  jus1 
tice  and  mercy. 

“  If  von  go  into  it  saying.  That 


“'Noah'  is  nothing  short 
of  astonishing,"  Thorn  bury, 
former  dean  of  the  School 
of  Theology  and  Missions  at 
Baptist-affiliated  Union  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Jackson,  Tn.,  says 
in  the  video.  "I  am  confident 


“  if  vou  go  into  it  saying,  That 
stuff  is  not  in  the  Bible!'  you 
are  going  to  be  a  very  grumpy 
camper  when  you  leave  the 
theater,"  Thorabury  wrote. 

The  King’s  College  is  an  ac¬ 
credited,  500-student  Chris¬ 
tian  college  located  in  the 
Wall  Street  area  of  Manhattan 
in  New  York  City. 

Phil  Boatwright  of  Kansas 
City,  Kn.,  whose  movie  re¬ 
views  appear  in  Baptist  Press 
and  on  previewonline.org, 
points  out  one  such  extra - 
biblical  feature  of  Noah. 

“When  Noah  tells  an  an¬ 
gry  biblical  figure  that  he’s 
not  alone,  he  doesn’t  just 
mean  God  is  with  him!  Noah 
is  also  backed  by...  fallen  an¬ 
gels  known  as  the  watchers 
tNephilim,  spoken  of  in  Gen¬ 
esis  6:14),  here  portrayed  as 
giant  rock  creatures  who  " 


ator  by  aiding  Noa 
wright  said. 

*Tbe  rock  people  (the 
watchers)  must  be  discussed 
because  for  this  reviewer, 
they  were  the  one  ingredient 
that  made  the  fijjo-miilion 
production  seem  a  little  like  a 


Sci-Fi  Channel  refugee,"  said 
Boatwright,  whose  commen¬ 
taries  on  current  American 
film  making  often  appear  in 
The  Baptist  Record. 

He  recommends  the  pro¬ 
duction,  however.  “Noah  is 
an  epic  movie  experience  that 
engages  not  only  the  cerebral 
but  the  emotional.  On  the  way 
to  the  car,  people  discuss  it. 
That’s  when  you  know  you’ve 
experienced  true  art.  It’s  not 
just  a  time-filler  before  going 
to  some  other  time-filler.  It’s 
a  film  that  demands  debate." 

Answers  in  Genesis  CEO 
Ken  Ham  is  among  those  who 
are  critical  of  —  and  do  not 
recommend  *r  the  film,  urging 
Christians  to  ask  for  guidance 
from  the  Holy  Spirit  before 
buying  a  ticket.  He  has  called 
the  movie  “anti-biblical*  *.ad  a 
“major  corruption  of  the  Bible’s 
account  of  the  global  Flood." 

Answers  in  Genesis  has 
also  launched  a  website,  the- 
truthaboutnoah.com . 

Ted  Baehr.  chairman  of  the 
Christian  Film  &  Television 
Commission  in  Los  Angeles 
and  director  of  its  Movieguide 
of  family  movies  and  enter¬ 
tainment,  advises  caution  for 
some  violence  and  intense 
moments  in  the  film. 

“Noah  is  a  spectacular  epic 
with  a  hopeful,  inspiring  end 
ing,"  he  wrote  in  a  review. 
“Although  it  stumbles 
the  way,  it  delivers  r  o 
modern  spectacle  ana  drm 
matic  conflict  to  please  most 


COMMITTEE 

coat,  from  p.  1 

letter  from  a  church  quali¬ 
fied  to  send  a  messenger  to 
the  SBC  annual  meeting  cer¬ 
tifying  that  the  individual 
submitting  the  resolution  is  a 
member  in  good  standing. 

VI  Proposed  resolutions 
preferably  should  be  submit¬ 
ted  by  e-mail  or  mailed  to  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions 
in  care  of  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee,  901  Commerce 
St.,  Nashville,  TN  37203 
The  drafts  must  be  typewrit¬ 
ten,  titled,  dated  and  include 
!  complete  contact  informa - 


and  the  fact  that  the  movie 
never  mentions  the  name 
God,  said  Baehr,  who  was  the 
keynote  speaker  at  the  2008 
Mississippi  Baptist  Witness¬ 
ing  Through  Media  annual 


tion  for  the  person  and  his  or 
her  church. 

■  No  person  will  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  submit  more  than 
three  resolutions  per  year. 

•  If  a  properly  submitted 
resolution  is  not  forwarded 
by  the  Committee  on  Resolu¬ 
tions  to  the  SBC  annual  meet¬ 
ing,  a  two-thirds  vote  of  mes¬ 
sengers  would  be  required  to 
bring  the  proposed  resolution 
to  the  convention  floor. 

Editor's  Note:  All  resolu¬ 
tions  adopted  by  the  SBC  can 
be  searched  and  read  on  the 
Web  at  www.sbc.net/resolu- 
tions/AMResSearch.asp. 
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Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
taka  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conversion.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 

Dactiwtiea  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  be  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  e-mail  address  below,  and 
must  be  included  m  the  message  segment  of 
an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  needy  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11 -inch  paper  and  mailed  All  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing:  no  articles  win  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  win  be  eocepted. 
Photograph  attachments  m  JPEG  format  are 

Please  make  erodes  concise.  Include  the 
who,  whet,  when,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person's  address  and 
tataphone  number. 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically 


vie  e-mail,  as  atta 
copy  photographs  marled 
service  win  not  be  accepted 
be  deer,  sharp,  and 
must  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or 
object-only  photographs  win  be  printed 


i  dothing  wf>  not  be  pubithsd 


There  it  no  guarantee  that  news  items 
or  photographs  wB 
material  wV  not  b 
All  news  items  are 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  Newt  Bams 
and/or  photograph*  can  b*  published  one  time 
only  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  pubficetion  date  Articles  that 
eve  not  date  sensitive  wM  be  published  on  a 
space  available  basis  These  guidelines  are  not 
meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  PQ  Box 
630.  Jackson.  MS  39206-0630.  FAX  (601)  292 
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you."  (HCSB) 


skilhuiciPe  partnered  with  appropri¬ 
ate  n.edicinal  treatments  but  nothing 
»  ««  vital  as  rest  for  full  recuperation. 
J™?}6  ®p?n.  hoanhaT  instructions 
^>uld  probably  include  a  daily  regimen 
^*trength-building  exercises.  I  would 
sp^*hat  re-creation." 

^G°d  created  us.  He  desires  to  re- 
<*•%  *****  throuCh  our 
jjont  AND  through  our  rest/worship. 
He  knew  that  we  would  tend  to  lose  our 
'Od-leaning  focus  in  the  busy-ness  of 


work  then 

set  it  aside  with  intentionality  by  resting 
from  all  His  work.  God  made  a  separa¬ 
tion  between  work  and  rest.  There  is  a 
big  difference.  God  intended  for  wor¬ 
ship  to  be  the  focus  of  ALL  our  days,  but 
especially  on  rest/ worship  day. 

“Rest  even  made  the  Big  fen  on  the 
mountain  with  Moses.  Carved  in  stone 
with  the  finger  of  God,  the  fourth  com¬ 
mandment  (Exodus  20:8-11)  is  the 
longest.  Many  people  rarely  rest  long 


mountain 
hike,  the 

fin^lwwds  of  God  to  Moses  were  about 
Hie^bbath.  "Hey,  Mo  just  before  you 
go.doo  t  forget  to  tell  the  people  to  wo- 
oah.  Just  as  circumcision  was  the  sign 
of  covenant  between  God  a^the  pnysi- 
cal  body  of  man.  Sabbath  was  tlie  sign  of 
the  covenant  between  God  and  the  spiri¬ 
tual  soul  of  man. 

God  intended  for  man  to  observe  the 
Sabbath.  Jesus  certamly  did.  Sabbath 
Day  found  Him  in  the  synagogue  as 


breathed  into  his  nostrils  the 
breath  of  life  and  man  became  a  living 
soul.  Could  it  be  that  God  leads  us  to 
rest  and  worship  on  the  Sabbath  day  to 
re-create  us?  To  re-fresh  us?  To  re-soul 
us?  Most  of  us  ignore  this  command  of 
God.  We  re-tread  and  keep  rolling  on 
our  merry  way.  Do  we  dare  to  wonder 
wlnr  we  wallow  in  de-feet  when  we  foil 
to  hit  de-knees? 


ROWLAND 

cent,  from  p.  2 

Pfople  and  proclaim  the  truth 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  Gos- 
wejvorship  the  true  and 


Now,  1  am  going  to  shut 
down  my  computer  and  sit 
on  my  couch  and  watch 
March  Madness  as  1  weep 
over  my  destroyed  brackets 
and  listen  to  my  six-year-old 
smack  talk  me  because  he  is 
beating  me  —  and  1  will  not 


feel  guilty  about  it  because 
entertainment  is  not  my  God. 
It  is  a  blessing  from  a  benev¬ 
olent  God. 

Jesus  is  my  God  and  Sun¬ 
day  I  will  preach  His  Gospel 
and.  by  His  grace,  111  lead 
the  local  church  where  I  pas¬ 


tor  tor  worship  Him  in  spirit 
and  truth! 

Rowland  is  pastor  of  Bo¬ 
vina  Church ,  Bovina,  and 
an  adjunct  professor  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  He  is  cur¬ 
rently  serving  on  the  board  of 


the  Christian  Action  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention.  This  commentary 
originally  appeared  March  27 
on  the  blog  of  HCSB.org.  Used 
by  permission.  Edited  for 
st  jle  and  clarity. 
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FIRST  CHURCH.  RUNNELSTOWN.  had  a  dessert  hake  off  and  cH«l«  cook  off 
Mar.  23.  Shown  are  Gerry  Burns.  3rd  place,  chili;  Sandra  Little,  2nd  place  chili); 
Cathy  Green  (1st  place  chili  St  2nd  place  dessert);  Breanna  Penton  (3rd  place 
dessert);  snd  Jennie  Sue  Hollimon  (1st  place  dessert.) 


FIRST  CHURCH.  OLOH.  and  the 

FBCO  Brotherhood  surprised  Hous¬ 
ton  Bennett  with  a  wheelchair  acces¬ 
sible  van  Mar.  2. 


POPLAR  SPRINGS  CHURCH. 
GOLDEN,  ordained  Loyd  Cromeans. 
Jr.,  as  deacon  Mar.  9.  Shown  are  Cro¬ 
means,  his  wife  Charlotte,  and  pastor 
Jimmy  Dale  Sartin. 


PHEBA  CHURCH.  PHEBA.  recognized  several  deacons  Mar.  9  for  their  years 
of  service  Shown  are  Danny  White  (30  years);  Helen  Forrester  (David  Forrester 
posthumously,  39  years),  Sarah  Alford  (Ruble  Alford  posthumously  41  years) 
and  Bob  Bate*  (45  years). 
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focus  On  the  Family 
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